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recall the test to which, as previously noted, such pro- CHAP.
posals as those we are here discussing will be brought ^^^^
the moment they enter the region of practical These
politics. No statesman experienced in such matters
will ever consent to be answerable for the safety of {
the Commonwealth to one parliament, if ministers tfcpr
responsible for the government of India and the they win
great Dependencies are to be made responsible to j^fto
another. No proposal to entrust the conduct of
foreign affairs to a parliament responsible to all the
self-governing Dominions, while leaving the Depend-
encies to the Dominion parliament of the British
Isles, is feasible in practice. If any serious student
of the subject has doubts on the matter, he can
easily set them at rest by a question addressed in
identical terms to every occupant of the front
benches in the ImperialFarliament who has ever been
Secretary of State for Foreign, Indian, or Colonial
Affairs. If questioned apart, without chance of
reference to each other, they will all answer to the
effect that the government of the greater Depend-
encies is no more separable from the conduct of
foreign affairs and defence than foreign affairs and
defence are separable from each other.

The immediate point therefore to keep in view Magnitude
is this : the people of the Dominions cannot share fntSests
in the control of their foreign affairs with those of pvoived
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the British Isles unless they are ready to share decision
also in the task of governing the great Depend-
encies. Let those who decline to face this prospect
accept the alternative. Let them recognize at once
that the people of the Dominions must each con-
duct their own foreign affairs for themselves through
their own Dominion governments : let them realize